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ANOTHER anniversary of our national 
nativity has returned,—has found us in possession of 
our liberties, -and—Gon be praised—not yet com- 
pleidy robbed of our InpErEnpENcE !—That our 
iberty has hitherto lingered through the shock, which 
has convulsed the nations of Europe, and desolated 
the fairest portion of the civilized world, demands our 
fervent, gratitude to Him, © ho rules oyer kingdoms 
and empires, and who holds in his hand the destinies 
of men, It would be matter of cordial congratulation, 
if we could mingle with these emotions, the proud re- 
collection that, while our freedom and sovereignty 
have yet been preserved, the essential principles of 
our Independence had, in no instance, been forgotten. 

The return of this anniversary calls for a recurrence 
to these principles; and naturally conducts us to the 
enquiry, how far we haye followed in the footsteps, 
and how far we have wandered from the landmarks, 
of our political fathers. Such is the task I have as- 
signed to myself, in yielding to your request, and 
contributing my humble aid to the purposes of this 
joyous celebration. ‘The few moments of leisure I 
have been able to devote to this task, amid. the pres- 
sure of numerous other avocations, will present an ob- 
vious; and, I trust, an ample apology, for the imperfect 
manner of its execution, 

Are there any in this assembly, who bring with 
them an implacable remembrance of the wrong's, 
which led toa successful vindication of our rights ; 
and who look for aliment, to nurture and cherish their 
prejudices against the nation with which we contend. 
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ed?—Let them depart, and find at some other ban. 
quet, a feast of vengeance, which I disdain to spread 
before them! I appear not in the spirit of war, but 
of peace. I stand not here to administer to the vin- 
dictive and malevolent passions of the human heart. 
Nearly twenty-nine years have elapsed, since, in the 
preamble of’ a definitive treaty, “‘ in the name of the. 
Most Holy and undivided Trinity,” we united in 
returning thanks, that “it had pleased the Divine 
“ Providence to dispose the hearts of the balan 4 
“parties to forget all past misunderstandings and dif- 
« ferences, that had unhappily interrupted the good cor- 
‘**respondence and friendship, which they mutually 
“ wished to restore; and to establish such beneficial 
“and satisfactory intercourse between the two coun- 
“< tries, upon the ground of reciprocal advantage and 
“< mutual convenience, as might secure to both, per- 
‘¢ petual harmony and peace.” * : 

After this solemn pledge of conciliation, though 
the trumpet of war summons us again to the field, 
is it not impious to tear open wounds, which Chris- 
tianity itself has healed and cicatrized? Even when 
girding our loins for another bloody sacrifice, is 
it not sacrilege to approach tHe altar, upon which we 
have once offered up all our resentments, in search of 
the torch of discord, that we may enkindle again the 
angry passions, that were oncé so happily and so cor- 
dially extinguished ? 

Iam aware, my fellow-citizens, it has been, on for- 
mer occasions, a part of the pageantry of this day, to 
exhibit a panorama of the battles we fought, the disas- 
ters we endured, and the victories we won, in our per- 
ilous struggle for emancipation and independence.—— 
To this custom—‘ a custom more honored in the 
breach than th’? observance’’——may well be attributed 
much of that rancorous temper of hostility to Britain, 
which has engendered the spirit of faction, poisoned our 
domestic tranquillity, and has, at length, plunged us 
headlong into the unfathomable horrors of war ! 
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Those among us who have cherished an eternal ha-~ 

tred to England, as essential to the permanent success 
of their party, have endeavored to monopolize this 
anniversary, as the season for renewing the pledge of 
their enmity ; and have denounced all who would not 
join in their war feast, as enemies to our independence, 
and as languishing for a return to our former state of 
colonial subjection. By a portion of the citizens of 
our metropolis, the very field of blood has been select~ 
ed, as the scene of their annual rejoicings, and all those 
who would not march under their banners to the 
heights of Bunker, to fight over, in imagination, the 
battle which ‘a lapse of thirty-seven years has almost 
obliterated from our calendar, have been traduced as 
royalists, reviled as tories, and stigmatized as enemics 
to tier i ge pearls agg ton a 
- In this protracted and unchristian remembrance of 
wrongs, which ought long since to have been forgot- 
ten, we have palpably violated the pledge in our dec- 
laration of independence, by which we solemnly an- 
nounced to the world, that ‘‘ we would hold the people 
“of Great-Britain, as’ we hold the rest of mankind, 
““ enemies in war—in peace, friends.” 
_ By fostering, as coincident with an illiberal jealousy 
of EncLanpD, a spirit of blind, undiscriminating and 
overwecning partiality for France, we have wandered 
yet farther from the primary objects of our InpErEN- 
DENCE. A factitious principle of gratitude, for ser-, 
vices rendered by their ancient monarchy, from no 
other motive, than to annoy a natural enemy and to 
discomfit a successful rival, has been conjured up to 
palliate all the enormities of revolutionary France, and 
to atone for all the atrocities of the bloody usurper, 
who now directs the destinies of that ill-fated nation ! 
The tone of gratitude has been made to chime on all 
the changes of their numberless revolutions; and has 
passed, in rapid succession, from their murdered mon- 
arch, to a nation regicides—a nation of infidel philoso- 
phers—-a nation of mgnsters—and, last of all, to a ha- 
tion of slaves! ! 
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Are there any that hear me, who are eager to con- 
trast these sentiments, with the enthusiastic expressions 
of joy at the revolutionary successes of France, which 
they may have heard from me, on any former occasion ? 
They are welcome to all the triumph, which they may 
derive from such a contrast ! It is now sixteen years, 
since, in commen with the great mass of my fellow- 
citizens, in common with the friends _of liberty 
throughout the world, I was dazzled with the delusive 

lare of a baleful meteor, which had arisen in another 

misphere, and which appeared as the harbinger of a 
new zra of happiness, to a braye and generous people, 
In the language of our American Zacitus—-there ‘‘ was 
* something infectious in the example of a powerful 
** and enlightened nation, verging toward democracy, 
** which imposed on the human mind and led humana 
“* reason in fetters,’’——‘‘.It presented the semblance of 
‘* being the sense of mankind, breaking loose from the 
“sk s which had been imposed by artifice, ai 
** asserting the freedom and dignity of his nature.” 
With men, the fervor of whose imaginations had 
yielded to the sedateness of maturer years, I had par- 
taken of civic feasts, in commemoration of their won- 
derful achievements. At the commencement of the 
same year, when the national colors of France were 
deposited in our archives, as the symbol of perpetual 
union, the voice of our sainted Washington, in lan- 
guage of enthusiam which he seldom indulged, had 
electrificd the whole continent with admiration of the 
exploits and the successes of their revolution, With 
such an example of feryent rejoicing, with such predic- 
tions of the permanent good, which would result from 
this conflict, not only to the people of France, but to 
the cause of liberty throughout the world, shall any of 
us be reproached with inconsistency, because we were 
deceived in the ultimate issue of events, which were 
then without parallel in the history of man ? 


. * Marshall’s Life of Washington, Vol. 5, page S90. 
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_ Beguiled by a sort of intellectual delusion, we gaz- 
ed with delight ets capes qgnis fatuus, till we 
saw it had conducted its followers, through rivers of 
blood, over hideous precipices, and deep and dreadful 
morasses, and at length left them bewildered in mazes 
of anarchy, from whence there was no return ! Did I 
say there was no return? Alas! The iron hand of des- 
potism seized them, at the moment when their blood 
Was curdling with horror, at the frightful scenes by 
which they were surrounded. ‘They yielded. to its 
chilling. grasp !—They followed, in féarful silence, 
wherever the foul fiend led the way ! They were at 
length bound in fetters of steel; and, at this moment, 
thirty millions of. our fellow-beings, who once vainly 
imagined they were free, are immured in the dun- 
géons and caverns of the monster, perhaps never a- 
gain y be ransomed, by the redeeming spirit of free- 
dom 

_ In revolting from the meretricious philosophy, by 
which a gallant and magnanimous sation had been de- 
coyed into scenes of such unparalelled horror, I have 
turned, with equal disgust, from the contagion it had 
communicated to our own political system. In a blind 
and servile devotion to France, I have traced the “ root 
“of bitterness,” from which sprang the tree of our po- 
fitical evil; and, in abjuring her visionary and des- 
tructive theories, it was easy to shake off the shackles 
of a.wild democracy, which has poisoned the peace, 
and jeopardized the best interests of our country. 

- For whatever may savour of egotism in this per- 
sonal vindication, I throw myself upon your indul- 
gence, and ask you to return with me to subjects of 
@ more interesting nature. ; 

have spoken of an illiberal jealousy of England, 

and an undue attachment to- France, as a departure 
from the essential principles of our independence, by 
“which we “assumed a separate and equal station a- 
‘mong the nations of the earth.” To these causes 
may also be principally ascribed, the interruption of 


and 
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our presperity, the distresses we have endured, the 
degradation we have suffered, the recent calamity, 
which, even on this accustomed jubilee, has shrouded. 
our country in sackcloth, with every impending evil, 
the extent of which no human foresight can fathom. 
Shall I be required to furnish proof that the poli- 
o of our rulers has been guided by these motives ?— 
our patience would be exhausted, by a minute anal- 
ysis of this evidence ; but will permit me, I trust, to 
touch briefly on the more prominent topics. 
The symptoms of this prejudice and this partiality, 
coeval with the adoption of our federal constitution, 
were displayed in the earliest deliberations of our na- 
tional councils. | Our political Palinurus, who now 
stands at the helm of state, who has conducted us to 
the present most perilous crisis, and who is designat- 
ed to guide the Nation through the storms and_tem- 
pests that are now lowering around us, was the first to 
propose a line of demarcation between our former en- 
emies and our former allies, in the management of our 
foreign relations. His project of discriminating duties, 
by which a decided preference was to be given; at 
our own expence, toa commercial intercourse with 
France, was founded upon an open and avowed par- 
tiality for that nation, and a disposition to retaliate for 
the injuries we had formerly received from Britain.— 
This proposal unfolded the germ of political con- 
tention ; and the ardor with which it was advocated 
by the partizans of France, indicated a propensity a- 
mong those, who have since controuled the adminis- 
tration of our government, to surrender our character 
as an independent nation, and to embark with her in 
any future contest in which she might be engaged.— 
It was strenuously urged that France had strong claims 
on the gratitude of the American people ; and that a 
proper sense of the obligations she had imposed on us, 
demanded a commercial arrangement which might 
tend to divert our trade from its accustomed chan- 
nels; and, as far as possible, confine its benefits to her, 
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to the exclusion of Great Britain. This project was 
warmly supported, Dot, only in, the National Legisla- 
ture, but by the man who was then at the head of our 
foreign dep at ; who soon afterwards became the 
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head of a faction, erected a French standard on Amer- 


from. the botanic garden “of ‘Paris ; and although, 


_ When the sanguinary progress of the French revo- 
lution had at length drawn into a tremendous conflict 
the two great nations of Europe; a proclamation. of 
neutrality, dictated by the soundest wisdom and the 
purést patriotism, declared it to be ‘* the duty and in- 
*‘ terest of the United States, with sincerity and good 
“ faith, to adopt and pursue a conduct, alike friendly 
“and impartial towards the belligerent powers.” 
RB 
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~ ‘This just and magnanimous policy was condemned 
in terms of the bitterest reproach, by the party who 
had been affiliated by the regicides of France, and who 
were prepared to march ona crusade against all the 
crowned potentates of Europe. It was triumphantly 
demanded “ whether the people of America were a. 
“like friendly to republicanism and to monarchy ; to 
“ liberty and to despotism.”—“ With infectious en- 
“ thusiasm it was contended, that there was a natur- 
“ a] and inveterate hostility between monarchies and 
“* republics ; that the combination against France was 
<4 combination against liberty in every party of the 
« world ; and that the destinies of America were insep- 
 arably linked with those of the French republic.””* 
‘Nor were the pupils of the Parisian School satished 
with mere professions of friendship. _ Genet, that itin- 
erant apostle of sedition, after having, from the mo- 
Sent off his arrival, prostituted his public functions, 
y the most outrageous usurpation of our rights of 
Sovere ent was received with open arms, and wel- 
comed with a triumphal entry to the seat of govern- 
ment, by the party who-had determined to precipitate 
us into a war with England. When he threatened to 
appeal from the consituted authorities to the people— 
these exlusive friends of the people were ready to sus- 
tain the appeal,and to reverse the sentence ofan inferior 
tribunal. When, in astile of insolence,rivalled only by 
the minister of the present Despot of France, (who has 
recently reviled us as ‘‘a nation without honor, without 
“ energy, and without just notions of policy’’) he dared 
to proclaim to the government and the world, that ‘‘ our 
« political rights were counted for nothing—that the 
« thirst of riches preponderated over honour, in the po- 
 Jitical balance of America ;—and that the French 
« People were justly punished for their credulity, in 
“ believing that the American Nation had a Flag—-that 
they had some respect for their laws—some convic- 
“ tion of their strength, and entertained some just sen- 


* Marshall’s Life of Washington, Vol. 5, page 424. 
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‘ timents of their 2% ——will it tie credited that 
the very men, who, in 1 ne of eee pivelry, ate 
now vaunting about na jonor, and are so.“ trem- 


blingly ali Bethe alight i ROE h 
ngly alive test in an another 
foreign power, 1 ‘were so cringi ile as to 
countenance this BerrChrons © ceive and to sup- 
port him, in all his subsequent outrages upon our char- 
acter as an independent nation ? 

For this temper of meek submission to the abuses 
of France, for this gS spirit, which sought to 
interweave our destinies with hers, and to mingle us 
in the conflict, which has since drenched the world in 
blood, we were indebted, more than to any other 
ee to the piles ric labors of the then Secreta- 

the ession of Genet him- 
self had « initiated ‘hit ‘into “mysteries, which had_ 
< inflamed his hatred against all who were charged 
“‘ with aspiring to absolute power.” } 

The second officer of the government, who has since 
attempted to Hd acai his fame, not, indeed, like the 
philosopher of entum,by leaping i into the burning 
crater of AEtna, “tab but by plunging into the abyss of 
democratic pollution, was, at this time, denounced as 
a monarchist, because, in his political speculations, he 
had maintained that a balance in government was es- 
sential to the preservation of liberty, and had presumed 
todoubtthe perpetual durability of the French republic. 

To add. to our increasing stock of resentments a- 
gainst Great-B ritain, insidious efforts were made to 
inculcate a belief, that she had prompted the Barbary 
Powers to their piratical depredations upon our com-. 
merce ; and (almostin the very language of the recent 

sidential manifesto) that she had instigated the sav- 
ages to their hostile incursions upon our western bor- 
ders ; and, as a just measure of retaliation, the gov- 
ernment was strenuously urged to an act of direct hos- 
tility, in seizing upon their military posts. © 


* Marshall’s Life of Washington, vol. v. page 437. 
Ibid, 445. 
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At this period,the attempt was renewed in Congress, 
supported by all the zeal and talents which could be 
pressed into the service, to annihilate our natural in- 
tercourse with England, by a system of commercial 
regulations, totally incompatible with an honest and. 
. fair neutrality between the different belligerents ; and, 
in defence of the memorable resolutions proposed for 
this purpose, no argument was omitted, which might 
tend to cherish a spirit of fervent attachment to one na- 
tion, or a temper of unrelenting and implacable ani- 
mosity against the other. 

The subsequent proposal to sequester British debts, 
—the violent and inflammatory opposition to a treaty 
‘of amity and commerce with that nation—the open de- 
nunciation of WasuincTon, for having sanctioned 
an amicable adjustment of difficulties, which, it had 
‘been earnestly hoped, would terminate in war,—the 
‘secret encouragement given by some of the leaders of 
the , to military expeditions projected by the 
minister of France, against the territories of England, 
as well as of Spain,—these were a series of links, in 
the chain which was then forging in the French work 
shops inour country ; by which we were to be bound 
hand and foot, and dragged through all the carnage, 
which has since marked their bloody footsteps, from 
a ferocious anarchy, to a despotism more cruel and re- 
lentless than death ‘i : 

But the guardian angel who then presided over the 
fortunes of America, unterrified by the menaces of 
faction, unshaken by popular clamor, and unseduced 
by the blandishments of flattery, regardless even of 
fame, when placed in competition with duty, pursu- 
ing with a steadfast eye, and a single heart, the honor 
and happiness of his country, rescued us from this 
worse than Egyptian bondage, and preserved, to the 
end of his glorious career, our character as a sovereign 
and independent nation. ‘Can there be stronger proof’ 
of the inveterate rancor, which had been excited by 
the neutral policy of our government, than the bitter 
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revilings which followed this illustrious man to his re- 
tirement 2? The correspondent of Mazzei had given 
the signal fora general attack, by stigmatizing him 
(in his affected jargon) as ‘‘a Sampson whose locks 
‘* had been cut off by the whore of England,——as the 
“ Jeader of an anglo-monarchio-aristocratic party, 
“ whose avowed object was to impose on us the sub- 
“ stance, as they had given us the form, of the British 
“ government.”’* 

Believing, like his great prototypes, the Voltazres, 
the Diderots and D’Alemberts of France, that he had 
“ struck and yet concealed the hand,” he addressed 
him in terms of the most fawning adulation, at the mo- 
ment of his retirement,—and, that his hypocrisy might 
become more rank, that it might “smell to heaven” it- 
~ self—he afterward bedewed, with crocodile tears, the 

humble hillock, which cannot obscure the rays of his 
immortal glory, while it conceals all that was mortal 
of the father of his country ! 

_ In obedience to this signal, in unison with the lan- 
guage of his enemies in our national councils, the day 
of his resignation was hailed, by their hireling journal- 
ists, as a day of rejoicing; ‘‘ on which the man, who 
** had been the source of all the misfortunes of our 
“ country, was reduced to a leyel with his fellow citi- 
**zens—and from which the name of Washington 
“ would cease to give a currency to political iniquity, 
* and to legalize corruption.’”’| At a subsequent peri- 
od; a Grub-street pamphlieteer was rewarded, by this 
disconsolate mourner at the tomb of Mount Vernon, 
with something more substantial than thanks, for ac- 
cusing the man whose dust was then mingled with the 
dust of his fathers, of having taken from the treasury 
- * Jefferson's letter to. Mazzei,—pwblished in the Paris Moni- 
teur—Jan. 25th, 1797. Z 
_ + This language is extracted from a paragraph in the Aurora, 
published on the day of general Washington’s retirement from 
the presidency-—The paper was, at that time, edited by Bache, 
the worthy predecessor of Duane, and was under the particular 
patronage of Mr. Jefferson. 
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eleven hundred thousand dollars, in contempt of the 
constitution, of cowardice while fighting the battles of 
his country, of “ a pure and net violation of his oath ;” 
and of having been “twice a traitor by his own public 
“* confession!’’—* To secure the favor of the new faction 
which had arisen in France, and to emancipate him- 
self from the dungeons of a prison, the wretch, who 
had amused himself in reviling the Saviour of man- 
kind, joined in these revilings of the saviour of ‘his 
country ; and, for these meritorious services, when the 
triumph of reason was complete, he was transported 
to our own shores, by an executive order, that he 
might pursue his useful labors in peace, and receive 
his reward in the thankfulness of nations ! 

But I forbear from this disgusting and painful recit- 
al!—Can the principles of that party be pure, who 
have twice chosen the calumniator of Washington for 

their leader 2. Can those men be the friends of their 
country, who have thus basely combined in traducing 
the memory of him, who ures only to render his coun- 
Be i which succeeded the re- 
urement of Washington, until his example was for- 
gotten, and buried with him in the grave, we witness- 
ed the same dignified and impartial policy, which had 
distinguished every act of his administration. On the 
part of France, the extinction of the race of Cannibals 
begotten by Mobespierre, and the birth of the five 
headed monster, under the name of an Executive .Di- 
rectory,produced no change in theirinsolent deportment 
towards the American government, and no-relaxation 
of zeal among their advocates on this side the Atlan- 
tic. The prostration of the Jacobin clubs in Paris, 
and the downfal of the democratic societies in Ameri- 
ca, were events, it is true, nearly simultaneous.. They, 
had emanated from the same authority ; they had 


* Callender’s “ frospect before us’’—for which he was re=- 
warded, by Mr. Jefferson, with a dowceur of fifty dollars, and the 
remission of a fine which had been imposed en him for a libel. 
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been engendered from the same mass of pollution ; 
and it was therefore to be expected they wont live 
and die together. The Directory, however, though 
somewhat less ferocious than the faction it had suc- 
bape som anf profligate ; and equally assiduous 
ie the licentious principles of the revo- 
inéon,. through every quarter of the globe. French 
tes, in America, were, therefore, rather multi- 
plied than diminished by the change. Relying, with 
perfect confidence, on the support of their adherents, 
in our own country, the very first display of their di- 
plomatic skill ‘was to demand money of our envoys, 
as a condition upon which they were to be accredit- 
et and a a en, to any overtures of peace.— 
ipable indignity excited a transitory spasm of 
tr sm, even with those whose love of country had 
Hitherto benumbed, by the wand of the mighty 
enchantress ; and, to the proposal of ‘* beaucoup d’ar- 
“epent,?? foe: a moment, the reply was almost universal 
—* Millions Sor Defence—but not a Cent for Trib- 
“tae?” 
~ "This was, however, but an evanescent gleam of rea- 
son. The partizans of France had drank too deep of 
the Circean draught, to recover so soon from their fa- 
talimtoxication.. The mind of the Executive began to 
vacillate under its incbriating influence. Another bil- 
Yow had risen in the tumultuous ocean of the French 
revolution; and,although our former ministers had been 
driven like culprits from their capital, and our govern- 
ment was solemnly pledged, that the nation should not 
: again: be exposed to a similar indignity, yet another 
embassy was suddenly despatched, to sue for peace 
forgiveness of sins,from the new created tyrants of 
the Terrible Republic ! ! From this moment,all was pas- 
sion and caprice, incongruity and contradiction, in 
the measures of the Chief Magistrate—and his mind 
was like the stormy and tempestuous sea of French 
liberty, on which he had thus rashly and suddenly em- 
barked. The steady and unwavering counsellors of 
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Wasuinero N_ were no longer in his confidence, and 
ivere abruptly dismissed from the public service. A- 


ast cretary of War, it was alleged by the Pres- 
ident, apardonable offence, that, in an official re- 
port t gress, he had detracted from his fame, by 
rendering a tribute of respect to the consecrated mem- 
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ory of his illustrious predecessor ! [6] Such are the 
fruits of an inordinate vanity ! Such are tl amegencsscs 
of a mind, inflated by an undue estimate of its own im- 
portance, and perpetually occupied in maghityine a 
personal claim to the respect and gratitude of the public. 
This unpropitious fluctuation in the executive cab- 
inet was the first dangerous blow to the cause, which, 
till then, had been maintained in its pristine purity 
and vigor, amid all the contaminations with which it 
was surrounded. ‘ The even tenor of its soul was 
lost’’, and the incipient apostacy of the Chief Magis- 
- trate, while it, accelerated his ove degradation, amoot 
ed the way for a triumpha 
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mitted to occupy, amid the festivities of this day, it 
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be expected, that I should trace, minutely, 
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spirit was winging its flight to realms of eternal bliss. 
The contrast would be too painful! Our calamities 
are, alas, already too fresh in your remembrance! I 
have carried you back to earlier periods in our history, 
with a view to revive impressions, which time may 
have in some measure effaced; and to unfold the origin 
ef that disastrous spirit of innovation, which threw 
us intothe arms of France, led us astray from the 
principles of our InpDEPENDENCE, and has at length 
embroiled us in a new conflict, which may end only 
with the end of our existence as a Repusiic. 
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With how much confidence the revolutionary gov 
ernment of France, had looked to the revolutionary 
government of the United States, for a new projet of 
friendship and fraternity, may be inferred from the lan- 
guage of a distinguished member of the council of An- 
cients, on the subject of a proposed code of commer- 
cial regulations, antecedent to the former presiden- 
tial election. ‘ Wait,” said he, “ till the election is 
“‘ over, and then you may doas you please; for we 
** shall have a president chosen among our partizans. 
“‘ We shall have Mr. Jefferson, and then the councils 
“ of America will be ours.”* For that time the mer- : 
cy of Providence blasted their hopes. The arch-fiend 
of Democracy had not yet fully seduced us from our 

cient faith ; and we were not yet completely entwin- 
ed in the coils of the Gallic serpent! 

When, however, the time was full, and the period 
for our enthralment had arrived, it more than realized 
the hopes of those who had desired, and the fears of 
those who had dreaded, a more intimate union with 
France. Every measure of the government pointed 
to an alliance with that nation, and to open hostilities 
with England. The first act of courtesy, was to re- 
store a national ship, not in the same crippled condi- 
- tion, in which she had been captured bya gallant com- 

mander in our navy ; but, after an attempt to disgrace 
him, and an actual dismissal from the service, for 
having honorably discharged his duty, to return her 
mpletely repaired and equipped, at our own ex- 
pence, to commit new depredations upon our com- 
erce, and to offer new insults to our national flac. 
Firreen MiLvions foran unbounded and untitled 
ritory, stolen too from an unoffending nation, and 
our OWn government privy to the theft—two millions 
more as the pretended price of another territory, which 
‘was never purchased; but granted because France had 
demanded money, to enable her to prosecute her war 


_ * Speech of Dupont, in the Council of Ancients, in 1796. 
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with England, aud her exhausted coffers must be re- 
plenishe j—an Plas and: treacherous peace 
’ vipoli, by the sacrifice of a con- 


fiding and credulous ally, and his brave companion 


"marms, at the very moment when victory had perched 


upon their standard—the secret encouragement of a 
hostile expedition, set on foot by a military freebooter, 
against the territories of a nation with which we were 
at peace; and the subsequent abandonment of his 
American followers, to slavery, or an ignominious 
death—a predatory incursion upon a province of the 
same nation, under the immediate authority of our 
vernment, without any other pretext than its disor- 
ered and defenceless condition—these are some of 
the fruits of that Punic faith, into which we had been 
inducted, by these illuminated champions of the rights 
££ man! An indiscriminate invitation to every restless 


m n in < ie om, to our cit- 
ies of refuge, that the partizans of France, and the ene- 
mies of England might be multiplied in our country, — 


niversal protection afforded to deserters from the 
British service, that her physical power to contend 
with her adversary might be impaired—attempts to 
cover, by the American flag, the colonial produce of 
France, in direct violation of the established usages of 
nations—the quiet submission of our government, to 
the paper blockade of the British Isles, opposed to an 
actual investment, as the commencement of a new sys- 
tem of commercial warfare, by which, the “tyrant of 
“the ocean” was to be destroyed—the contemptuous. 
rejection by the President, without even consulting 
his constitutional advisers, of a treaty negociated by 
ministers of his own appointment ; because the British 

yvernment had reserved to itself the right to-retaliate, 
in case any neutral nation should submit to this un- 
precedented project of annoyance,—the meek and 
humble resignation, with which we swallowed the last 
drop in the cup of our disgrace ; which denationalized 
every yessel that had made a voyage to an English 
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ort, or had been visited by an English cruiser—the 
e of our government, at the plunder- 
ing: and burning of our Sti and the imprisonment - 
of our seamen, under Bog doris: aN Ona gestem of 
piracy—the almost total annihilation of our commerce, 
in obedience to the imperial mandate, by the powerful 
Pe restrictive energies——and, last of all, a 

V AR,—to finish the yet unfinished work of ruin and 
desolation—these are among the inestimable blessings 
we have realized, in our intercourse with foreign Na- 
tions, since the adoption of the “code Napoleon,” into 
our system of national jurisprudence ! ! 

Tn our municipal regulations, our internal improve- 
ment has been commensurate with the change in our 
exterior relations. A system of proscription, not in- 
deed 30 bloody, but equally vindictive and relent- 

ss, as those of Sylla and Marius, swept indiscrim- 
inately from office, all who had worn the livery of 
Washi ; all who, by presidential inquisition, had 
been convicted of “ anti-revolutionary adherence to 
our enemies,” or, in other words, who had not sworn 

on the altar of French philosophy—eternal hatred to 
Britain ! Every Pied, who had fled from the just 
resentment of that government, was rewarded with the 
peeDe. and confidence of our own, A fugitive 
Wa 


In the letter to Mazzei, it had been a subject 
of complaint, that the judiciary power was still in 


* Aurora. 
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the hands of the enemies.of liberty and. France, 
To remedy this evil, judges were displaced, by 
ing the laws, under which they were appoint- 
d; and attempts were made to undermine the last for- 
tress of our rights, by impeaching, for mere political 
heresy, those who were placed, by the constitution, 
beyond the reach of executive power. Laws were 
pronounced to be unconstitutional, by the other de- 
partments of government, after the most solemn decis- 
ions of the highest judicial tribunals; and their sen- 
tences were virtually rescinded, by pardoning the most 
flagrant offenders, An habitual enmity to internal tax- 
€s was inspired, by reviling this productive source of 
reyenue, and by elevating to the highest offices, indi- 
viduals who had fomented a forcible resistance to the 
execution of the laws for their collection.—The for- 
mer administration had been rendered odious, by the 
charge of prodigality, in the granting of exorbitant sal- 
aries; while, under the new regime, the compensation 
to the highest officers of the government, was almost 
invariably increased. National partialities and prejudi- 
ces were assiduously cherished, by displaying, official- 
ly, through a false and deceptive medium, the es- 
sions of the different belligerents ; and, as those of E:ng- 
land or France were alternately exhibited to the popu- 
lar view, mole-hills were magnified to mountains, and 
mountains were made to dwindle into mole-hills ! 
_. It was the parting advice of Washington, that “ the 
“United States should look to the means, and set 
* about the gradual creation of a navy, so that a future 
“ war of Europe might not find our commerce in the 
“same unprotected state as the present.”** Before 
the locks of the sage of Monticello had been shorn by 
the French Delilah, in whose lap he had unwarily 
slumbered,—he too had declared that “the sea is 
“ the field, on which we should meet an European en- 
“emy. On that element we should possess some 


¥ Washington’s last specch to Congress, December, 1796. 
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“< power—at least.eighteen ships of the line, and 
“twelve frigates.”"* Mr. Manpison,-his protege 
and successor, in the earliest period of our national 
government, had said, in debate—“ I consider an ac- 
** quisition of maritime strength essential to this coun- 
“try. Should we ever be so unfortunate as to be en- 
po cons a ‘in war—what but this can defend our towns 
«and cities, on the sea-coast?”+ Would to Gon, he 
had remembered our towns and our cities, and had not 
forgotten himself, when he recently rung the tocsin of 
war, and perhaps sounded the signal for their destruc- 
tion! Yet, because the finger of Washington had 
pointed to a navy, and because it was necessary the 
chart and the compass he had left to direct us, should 
be thrown overboard by our new navigators, who 
were journeying to the moon, instead of traversing the 
@cean, a navy was denounced as worse than useless— 
our ships, and the materials which had been provided, 
were served up to satiate the hungry worms of the 
Potomac; anda Lilliputian cordon of gun-boats and 
torpedoes, was substituted for an impregnable ram- 
part of ships of the line and frigates !—-_No—It were 
better to leave commerce unprotected, than to protect 
a commerce, from which England might derive an ad- 
vantage! It were better that our sea-coast should be 
ravaged, than that our republican simplicity should be 
corrupted, and a monied aristocracy should spring up, 
from the rapid aceumulations of a too prosperous traf- 
fic! It were better that our towns and our cities should 
be destroyed by actual cautery, than remain as sores 
to infect the whole body politic! It were better that 
the dwellings of their inhabitants should be demolish- 
ed, and they be driven to seek for refuge, among the 
rocks and caverns of our mountains, than that a “ mor- 
“sel should be taken from the mouth of labor,”’ or the 
people should be taxed a single cent, for their defence 
and protection ! 


* Jefferson’s Notes on Virginia, pages 254-5. 
+ Marshall’s Life of Washington, Vol. 5, page 192. - 
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I have presented to you but a faint and imperfect 
outline of the picture, you have beenso often called te 
contemplate—the finishing and colouring of which 
have so often been the work of more skilful hands and 
of more-glowing pencils.—-Our own Commonwealth, 
during the last year, has exhibited, in miniature, alk 
the hideous. deformities, which this portrait presents, 
on a larger scale.—-Our “ vile daubers,”’ it is true, in 
attempting to follow their master, have, in some mea- 
sure, caricatured-the likeness..—The cloven foot has 
been somewhat more conspicuous——its lowering as- 
pect has been somewhat more ferocious—the malig- 
nant eyes of the monster have glowed with a fiercer 
fire ! But the “ image and superscription”’—‘‘the form 
* and pressure’’-—the characteristic features, of levelling 
democracy are, at all times, and in all places, essentially 
the same.—You have seen enough of its deformity ; 
and, in mercy to you, I draw a veil, for the present, 
oyer a spectacle thus odious and disgusting ! 

__ What other and greater good is yet in store for our 
Nation, the Imperial Despot has not yet condescend- 
ed to determine. Six months of fruitful negotiation 
have given to us a plentiful harvest of promise, and a 
‘ plentiful lack”? of performance.—His august and 
royal cabinet is ready todo every thing; and is yet 
prepared—to do nothing. Our poetical ambassador 
proposes a commercial treaty; and the Duke of Bassa- 
no assures him, that, when Russia is disposed of, the 
Emperor will listen to his project.—Reparation for 
past wrongs is required.—Our minister acknowledges 
* this is dull work—hard to begin—and difficult to 
“ pursue”—that ‘‘ it was urged a long time, without 
** even the effect of an oral answer,”’ but, that his Majes- 
ty had at length condescended to—“ give it a discus- 
* sion.”’—-Security against future outrages is demand= 
ed.—The Emperor decrees that—“‘the reasons are 
«¢ just and the conclusions undeniable’’——but, he is dis- 
satisfied with one of the acts of our government ; and 
*‘ our demand cannot, at present, be reconciled with 
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‘the principles of his continental system !”? Thus have 
our buoyant hopes melted into air!”—~The Hornet has 


not yet stung them into compliance—but a Wasp is 
on the wing, freighted ps with yet more stinging 


pe ap ores toour Country; or, with a poison 
more. than the sting of an asp—an alliance with 
a Nation, whose friendship is pestiLENcrE, and whose 
embraceis pEatH! = = . 

In the meantime, Enc1tanp is, at all events, to be 
humbled and subdued ! That in the tremendous stru g- 

> for her existence, in which she has been for near- 
ly twenty years engaged, she has invaded our neutral 
rights upon the ocean, as the means of annoying her 
enemy, the warmest advocate of her government has 
not yet pretended to deny. Some of these injuries, she 
had already expiated by a sufficient atonement ; and 
Tappeal to Heaven for the sincerity of my belief, that 
an administration, guided by’a sincere and unaffect- 
ed spirit: of conciliation, and “‘ pursuing a condact 
“alike friendly and impartial towards oh belligerent 
“ powers,” would’ have long since obtained redress 
for every past, and security against every future ageres- 
sion.—_—The affair of the Chesapeake, which is now 
placed on the catalogue of her aggressions, had been 
adjusted, by a formal and satisfastory arrangement.— 
Her first -blockade of the French coast, another 
grievance to be redressed by war, was originally con— 
_ sidered by our minister, as adopted with a view 
to favour our interests, and as promising to be 
_ highly beneficial to the commerce of our Country. [ce] 
she had long since proffered to our envoys, to’ place 
the subject of impressments, on a fair and honorable 
basis.[@] She had uniformly expressed, and had 
recently announced, by an official act of her govern- 
ment, her readiness to revoke her retaliatory orders, 
whenever the decreess of the aggressor should be sib- 
stantially, and not nominally, rescinded.— Every wind 
that sweeps across the Atlantick, wafts with it, in the 


sighs of our suffering seamen, in tidings of capture and 
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conflagration, of robbery and plunder, new proof that 
these edicts are yet the fundamental laws of the Em- 
pire ; and that they will continue in force, until the — 
established laws of nations have been substantially 
and radically changed. Weare told, even in the EX 
ecutive Manifesto against England, that no indemnity 
has been pledged, by France, for spoliations already 
committed ; and that the execution of her decrees is yet 
continued, in new outrages upon our neutral rights. 

A feast of war had, however, been prepared, by our 
caterers in Congress, the guests had been invited, and 
the Thersites of our National Councils had pledged 
himself that they should not be disappointed of their 
banquet.— Canada (when it is taken) is to be one of 
the substantial dishes. Letters of marque and reprisal, 
are to serve as a desert to the entertainment;—and, 
perhaps, like the Druid worshippers of the terrible 
God, Onin, the earousers are at last to be regaled, by 
quafling blood: in the skulls of theirenemies! = 

ne oS of New-England !—Are you eager to par- — 
take of sucha banquet ? Are your appetites sharpen- 
ed for this feast of vengeance ? Do you thirst for the 
same blood that courses in your own veins ; the blood 
which will flow from the hearts of your brethren and 
your fathers ! inte 

Let it not be understood, that, like the French in- 
cendiary, to whom I have alluded, I am appealing 
from the constituted authorities to the people,—in- 
citing them to seize the reins of power, and revolt 
from a government, to which they have delegated the 
right of declaring war, not only for necessary self-de- 
fence, but even for purposes of conquest !-No—-my 
Fellow Citizens! You have already encountered most 
of the calamities of war, in the wanton destruction of 
your commerce—and these calamities you have pa- 
tiently endured, rather than to hazard the most dread-— 
ful of all experiments—a dissolution of the Union! — 

If, then, the fiery Zotspurs, whom we have chosen to. 
tule over us, pricked on by personal pride, or a Quiaotic 
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spifit of chivalry, deaf to the voice, and blind to the 
true interests of country,are ready to * cry havoc— 
“et slip the : of war’’——and drench their nation 
*“ up to the in blood”’--our duty forces us to follow, 


y submission, without even ‘enquiring 
ther the finger of Heaven points to this course, un- 
til a peaceful and constitutional remedy can be appli: 
ed.—This remedy is to be found oily in the emphat- 
ic and unequivocal expression of thé public will. Our 
rulers may declare war, in defiance of popular opin- 
ion ; but, in a government like otits, without the aid of 
sopular pics a war, thank Heaven, cannot long be 
supported. ‘This opinion may be individually or col- 
lectively expressed ; and assemblies; for the purpose 
of givirig it force and concenttation, are not citeum. 
setibed by territorial limits ; but may embrace a Town 
or a County—a Commonwealth or a Continent ! 
While the civif compact putiishes as treason, any for- 
cible resistance to an act of the government, however out- 
rageous of destructive, if within the pale of the constitu- 
on, that species of resistance which flows from public 
opinion is | aranteed to us by Gob; and can, therefore, 
be restraitied by no hitman ‘authority.—Fér the exer- 
cise of this right of resistance, no man, however exalted, 
iwilldare to denounce you as “ PERJURED TRAITORS!” 
i this resistance let the friends of peace rely, for an 
effectual, and, we trust in Heaven, not a far distant 
remedy, forthe dreadful calamities with which we are 
now threatened. : “7 
The genius of our citizens revolts at a predatory 
warfare, while it sanctions every enterprize, however 
perilous, to maintain our just rights, or to vindicate 
our national honour.—Whether the war to. which our 
rulers have committed the fate of the Nation, Has been’ 
dictated by a spirit of patriotism, or that extraneous 
influence upon our government which I have endea- 
voured t6 describe ; whether it has been prompted by 
a just resentment of wrongs, for which no redress 
could’ be obtained, or by a deep rooted’ and impla- 
D 
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exible hatred of a nation, with which they have never, 
sincerely, been at peace ; whether an exalted sense of 
honor, or the delusive hope of conquest are the pa- 
_ ¥amount motives,by which they have been impelled to 
the conflict, let the voice of the American people de- 
termine---and it will then be determined, whether it 
shall be protracted to an indefinite and ruinous dura- 
tion, or shall be the precursor of a speedy, honorable 
and permanent peace ! 

_ Lenguire not into the policy of a war without pre- 
paration.—Of old time, it was asked, indeed, in the 
iat of inspiration, “‘ what man, intending 
* even to build a tower, sitteth not down first and 


tlet of defiance ; and then devisesthe means, and 

res its strength for the encounter. If it finds. 
an exhaused treasury—eaxcheguer bills, double duties, 
a land tax, ora forced loan, will replenish the public 
coffers, and thus brace the sinews of war.—If it finds 
its meagre regiments, thinly strewed with a herd of 
« discarded, unjust serving men, revolted tapsters, and 
« ostlers trade-fallen—the cankers of a calm world and 
“ 4 long peace ;”’ even though no law is to be enforced, 
no insurrection to be suppressed, and no invasion to 
be repelled ; the Militia are summoned to. the field ; 
or, perhaps, a French conscription will force into the 
ungrateful service, an army of our yeomanry,—the 
bone and muscle of the Country.—If it finds in the 
power of the enemy, thirty millions of capital,. 
which a non-importation act has prohibited our 
merchants to withdraw, it exposes it to be swal- 
lowed up by the whirlpool of confiscation ; for it 
was their folly to adventure on this ocean of perils! 
If it finds our sea-board defenceless, it leaves the in- 
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habitants to follow the example of its great Jdo/, and te 
fly to the mountains for shelter and protection. If it 
finds the remmant of our floating commerce at the 
mercy of the enemy, it leaves it to be swept, by ‘« onc 
* fell swoop,” from the bosom of the the ocean, quiet- 
ly withdraws from the ‘element on which we are most 
“‘ exposed to jostle with other nations,” and abandons to 
their fate the thousands of our citizens, “who have gone 
“* down to the sea in ships, and who are doing busi- 
““nesson the mighty waters!” | 

It has been confidently urged, in our national coun- 
ceils, that the voice of the American people calied loudly 
and irresistibly for a war with England.—-Had the fever 
of war so. distempered the brains of its advocates, that 
their imaginations had thus outstripped their reason 
and their judgment ?—Had the elections in the Nor- 
thern States, the failure of the loan, and the language of 
universal clamour and complaint, furnished them with 
no practical commentary on the text of embargo and 
war ?--Were they deaf to the remonstrances of our 
commercial cities, because their Oracle has told them, 
the merchants are the “ most worthless portion of the 
community” and are not to be regarded? Let them 
hear, then, the voice of the cultivators of the Earth, 
** the chosen people of Gop ;” and let this voice be so 
lifted up, “that both the ears of every one that 
“* heareth it shall tingle !”’ 

_ Are the Yeomanry of New-England panting for 
the tug of war, “ with the Nation from which we 
“have descended ;” which, for many years, has been the 
rampart of theLiberty we enjoy ; and, “for many gen- 
erations, the bulwark of the Religion we profess ??— 
Are you eager to beat your ploughshares into 
swords, or your pruning hooks into spears ?—-Do 
you look with pleasure on the gleaming of bayonets, 
-—only as it denotes preparation for inevitable war ; 
or are you ready to see them eacrimsoned with 
blood, in a war, repugnant to your feelings, destruc- 
tive to your interests, and which may end in the sub- 
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yersion of the liberties of your Country ?--Do you 
“hear, with more delight, the hoarse muttering of the 
drum, or “ the vile squeaking of the wry neck’d fife,”’ 
than the lowing of your herds upon your thousand 
hills, or the musick of the lark that carols in your na- 
tive fields 2—Do you exult inthe roar of cannon, un, 
less it accompanies your rejoicings, or calls to your 
remembrance the last dreadful resort, by which you 
once preserved your FREEDOM and your Inpe- 
PENDENCE ? } poms 
Think not that I mean to question your bravery, or 
to insinuate that you are to be appalled by the clangor 
of arms, when summoned to the field of battle, to. 
fight for your fire sides and your altars; to protect 
your wives and your children; or to defend the true . 
onor and interests of your Country.—lI see before me 
men, who have once bared their breasts to the fury of 
_ the tempest ;—-who know the value of our In DEPEN- 
DENCE, as they have paid the price, at which it was 
purchased ! It was not for themselves only, but for 
their) sterity, that their lives were staked on the is- 
’ sue of the conflict ; and their posterity will never base- 
ly surrender their birthright !—The spirit of your an- 
cestors has descended. upon their children !—The fire 
of their patriotism glows unextinguished in your bo- 
soms !—You are ready to shed your blood in defence 
of your cotintry ;—but you are not prepared to fight 
the battles ofa bloody and merciless Tyrant !—You 
will not enlist under the standard of the modern 
Attila, “ the Scourge of God,” who has already plant- 
ed his standard, on the bleeding ruins of : every other 
Republic on the Globe !—You will not tamely yoke 
‘yourselves to the triumphal car of a conqueror, that 
you may accelerate his mad career in. the race of de- 
solation and death !---‘¢You are masters of your fate!” 
---‘« It is your fault if you are underlings ; and walk 
under the legs of this huge Codossws.”’---It isworse than 
your fault, if you contribute to swell the tide of his 
victories, which has nearly inundated. a Continent, 
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pomeselt to my brethren, who 
ENEVOLENCE and WaSsHING- 


Saint, were he translated from Heaven to Earth, and 
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In his parting benediction, he has. éxhorted us to 
‘* promote, as. an object ef preeary, importance, insti- 
«« tutions for the general diffusion of knowledge.”” He 
has admonished us, that ‘‘ in proportion as the struc- 
* ture of a government gives force to public opinion, 
* the public mind should be enlightened.”’ ‘‘ When bad 
men combine’’ to deceive—“ good men must unite,”’ 
to enlighten and instruct. In a government, under 
which the only avenue to office is through the medi- 
um of popular favor, it is no singular phenomenon, 
even fora wisé and virtuous people to be deccived 
by flattering promises, and deluded by empty profes- 
sions. From the days of Korah, Absalom and Abim- . 
elech, down to the present hour, aspiring demagogues 
have, at times, been successful, in betraying with 
kisses, and im stealing away the hearts of the people.— 
Pretended reformers, in-every age, have occasionally 
seized the reins of authority ; and, having vaulted into 
power, have become the scourges of those they had 
promised to cherish and protect. That the people of 
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America should have been beguiled by such profes. 
sions; and should be, at this moment, tasting the bitter 
fruits of such deception, affords no conclusive evidence 
of incapacity for the future enjoyment of rational lib- 
erty, or a want of physical power, hereafter to “‘ pluck 
“up, by the locks, the drowned honor’’of the nation! 
Our own Commonwealth is now exhibiting a prac- 
tical demonstration of the power of public sentiment, 
to correct the most dangerous and deep-rooted errors. 
Never, in any country, had a faction risen into author- 
ity, by more insidious arts, or more indefatigable la- 
bor! Never had demagogues more successfully 
avielded the weapons, by which the passions and pre- 
judices of the people are assailed; and never were 
these passions and prejudices rendered more completely 
subservient, to the selfish purposes of unprincipled am- 
bition! Never did leaders feel more perfectly secure, 

in the permanent attainment of their object—Never 
did they a more vauntingly, in the defeat of their 
opponents—Never was ill-gotten power more wicked- 
ly abused—Never was the triumphant career of a fac- 
tion marked with viler atrocities—-Never was the in- 
solence of office more overbearing—Never were the 

rights of a minority more outrageously invaded. 
“‘ Never did base and rotten policy 
« Color her working with more deadly wounds !” 


Never, thank Heaven, was vain glory more suddenly 

- shorn of its beams—Never was the race of the wicked 
more fleeting and transitory—Never was their down- 
fal more humiliating and complete ! 

The same causes which have saved our Common- 
wealth, if speedily and efficiently applied, may extend 
the circle of their influence, and yet save the /Vation, 
a Regardless of the scoffs and invidious censures of 
: your enemies, persevere in your efforts to enlighten 
the public mind, and to dissipate the clouds of preju- 
dice and error, in which it has been so long enveloped. 
Watch over the rising generation! ‘ Let the annals of 
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“ modern revolution serve as a bloody buoy, warning 
“ our posterity to keep aloof from the mighty ruin.” * 
Point out to them the rocks and the quicksands, by 
which theyare encompassed; and seal their ears against. 
the song of the syrens, who would decoy them to their 
destruction. Fortify their minds against the inroad 
of pernicious precepts, and the influence of yet more 
pernicious example. While instilling the maxims 
of our holy religion, teach them, at the same time, the 
political creed, transmitted to them in the last legacy 
of the father of their Country--that, while learning their 
luty as. Christians, they may, at the same time, be in- 
structed, in their only true faith, as members of the 
ef eee 

_ It is not on those, only, who have united. themselves. _ 
by a formal association, but on every individual in 
the community, who feels an interest for himself, his 
family, his kindred, or his Country, that a solemn duty 
has devolved, in these portentous and perilous times, to 
attempt to reclaim the public opinion ; that the power 
of the government may be peaceably ransomed, from. . 
the hands of those who are abusing it to our destruc- 
tion. Were your Wasuincton again on. earth, 
théugh he would “ frown indignantly” on “ any com- 
“‘ bination to controul or overawe the regular deliber- 
“ ations and action of the constituted authorities ;”’ he 
would smile complacently on every peaceable and hon- 
orable effort, to restore the current of popular senti- 
ment, into the channel marked out for it by the finger 
of Gop. From this channel, in his inscrutable Provi- 
dence, He has suffered it to be diverted, for a season,. 
that we might endure a portion of the calamities, with 
which he has scourged and afflicted the other Nations. 
ef the Earth. But He has not, we humbly hope,.de- 
ereed, in his wrath, that these calamities shall. continue 
forever—and we trust, He has yet left to us the means 
ef working out our salvation. The darkness is not so 
impenetrable as to be inaccessible to light. ‘The peo- 


* Abbe Maury’e Speech in the National Convention. 
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ple may yet be made to discern’ their danger ; and td 
ly from the verge of the tremendous precipice, to 
which their blind guides have conducted them. Dis- 
regarding the nominal distinctions of party, they may- 
yet be persuaded to marshal themselves under a leader, 
who, instead of following Pig and seeking for 
visionary bliss, will stedfastly pursue the real and sub- 
stantial interests of his country !—who will join, in 
bonds of indissoluble union, Commerce and AGRr- 
CULTURE, that “‘ they twain may again be one ;?” and 
will efficiently protect the one, as indispensable to the 
support and sustenance of the other——who will “ dis- 
“solve apace” the magic spell, which bestrides us 
like an Jncubus, and lays us nerveless at the footstook 
of France---who will seek for peace, in the spirit 
of pzace---and will not attempt to cover irreconcila- 
Ps < - @loak of ¢ eT 
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strike with’ the other, the moment the tender is ac-- 
cepted !---who will preserve the character, as well as’ 
the name Of INDEPENDE NC £,—who will break asin." 


WasutncTon, will again beam upon our enraptured 
sight! We may take our children by the hand, and, 
after teaching them to kneel, in humble adoration, at 
its lofty vestibule, we may conduct them, gazing with 
delight, through all its fair and splendid apartments ! 
Though we shall trace, as we pass along, the unhallow- 
_ ed vestiges of intruders, and mark the ravages, com- 
mitted by the rude hand of the spoiler---though we 
shall point. out to them, now and then, a. Corinthiars 
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n is for ever ‘burning on her aitars! 
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HAS GIVEN US THIS 
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_ Emprvocres, of Agrigentum in ‘Sicily, was justly "Geena 
gne of the wisest men of his age. Like many other wise men, 
however, he was remarkable for an excessive degree of vanity 5 
and, not satisfied with the homage which was paid to him, by his, 
countrymen, as a sage and a philosopher, he is said to have. as- 
pired to divine honors. ‘The accounts of his death are contra- 
dictory, Some of his biographers assert, ‘that he ascended 
the summit of Mount /itna, in the night, during an eruption, 
and threw himself, headlong, into the burning crater, in the 
hope that the manner ofhis death might be concealed, and it 
ht be believed, that, like Enocu, he had been translated into 
~« The treacherous mountain, however, threw up 
brazen sandals, and thus exposed the folly of the vis- 
jonary, who disdained to be thought a man.” : 3s 
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"to the seme: t It was declared in the se- 
« quel ofa long conversation between the President and him, of 
“ anature to excite, alternately, pain and laughter ; fain; for 

_ the weak and excessive indiscretions of a Chief Magistrate of 
~ & of the United States ; /augatcr at the ludicrous topics which 
aes « constituted charges against this officer. 
ee _« A prominent charge was, that the Sccretary, in a Report to. | 
« the House of Representatives, Aad eulogized General Wasu- 
& yxaron, and had attempted to eulogize General Hamilton, 
' « which was adduced as one proof of a combination, in which 
s the Secretary was engaged, to depreciate and injure him the 
« President ! ~ 
Wonderful ! passing wonderful ! that an eulogy of the dead 
« patriot and hero, of the admired and beloved WaAsHINGTON, 
consecrated in the affections and reverence of his country, 
'« should, in any shape, be irksome to the ears of his successor!”” 
"To those who are acquainted with the character of Hamit~ 
von, no other evidence can be necessary, of the truth o: any 
statement. than the assertion of the man, whose heart never 
conceived, and whose tongue never uttered a falsehood ; ‘¢ a7 
“ Israelite indeed, in whom there was no guile.” 
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« takes agi Ape many porte “vy Blockaded a ed from all Va 
a East of Ostend, and West of the Seine, exce ; 
“contraband of War, and enemies property, which are seizable 
“ without blockade. And, in like form of exception, -consider- 
“ ing every enemy as one power, it ‘admits ‘the trade of neu- 
“ trals, within the same limits, to be free, in the productions of 
« enemies 'celonies ; in every, but the direct route, between the 


_* colony and the parent country. It cannot be doubted, that the 


note was drawn by the Government, in reference to the gues« 
“tion, and ifintended as the foundation of, a treaty, must be 
viewed in a favorable light.” Onthe 20th of May, Mr. Mon- 
roe, writes to Mr. Madison, that he had been “strengthened in 
“the opinion that the order of the 16th (for the blockade) was 
“ drawn with a view to the question of our trade with enemies 
§¢ colonies; AND THAT If PROMISES TO BEHIGHLY SATIS- 
“ FACTORY TO OUR COMMERCIAL INTERESTS.”—Even as late 
as October 1811—Mr. Monroe, in a communication made by 
him, as Secretary of State, to the British Minister, speaking of 
the blockade of May 16th 1806, says, it serict/y, was litle more 
“* than.a blockade of the coast from Seine to Ostend.”  “ The 
“ object was to afford to the United State an accommodation res- 
& PECORB: ike colonial trade.” ; 
[d] Page 23. 

This sentiment i is most fully expressed in a letter of the asth 
of February, 1808, from Mr. Munroe, to Mr. Madison. Speak- 
ing of the proposal made by the British government to him and 
his colleague Mr, Pinkney, relative to the impressment of our 
seamen, he says, “ I have, on the contrary, always believed and 
“< still do believe, that the ground on which that interest (im- 
“< pressment) was placed by the papers of the British Commis- 
‘*sioners of 8th Noy. 1806, and the explanations which accom~ 
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it, was both Aonowrble and advantageous to the United 
; that it contained a concession in their favor, on the part 
ritain, on the great principle in contestation, never 
made by a formal and obligatory-ac¢ of their Govern 
ent, which was highly favorable to their interest.” > © 
sf Atos tie exposition of the former opinions’ of our governs 
ment, on the subject of the. Blockade of 1806, and the impress- 
ment of our seamen, the introduction of these. complaints’ inte 
e Executive and Legislative Manilestoes, among the causes of 
S 


uation (unsupported by the slightest color of proof)that the Brit- 

ish. government has instigated,‘‘ the warfare just renewed by the 

Wages, on one of our extensive frontiers.” i 

e! jects, (of blockade and impressments,) with the oth- 
: laint against the. respective Belligerents, are 


, L satisfactory manner, by the 

ouse of Repr eee ses Diiaueneatane 
dina recent address to their: constituents. ‘This 
yt ani le document, itis hoped will find its 


of every citizen of the United States ; that 
land. e for himself of the policy.and expediency 

vith England; and the manner in which we have been 
yi pur-wiee, magnanimous.and fatriotic rulers! 


os oss \ Bo POSTSCRIPT.— Jur 11, 1812. z 

_ Atthe moment the last sheet is issuing from. the Press, it is 

announced, by a formal Decree of the French Emperor, dated As 

fvid 28, 1811, (veceived by an arrival at. York, from Ireland } 

that the Berlin and Milan Decrees were revoked, from the first 

of November, preceding, “ so far as regards American. vessels. 

- ~ Without hazarding a conjecture as to the strange and myste- 

rious concealment of a decree, which purports to have been for- 

mally promulgated, in Paris, nearly fifteen months since ; or of 

fering any solution of the juggling trick, which has been played 

off, either by the American or French Government, or both ; 

the Author feels himself bound to notice the fact; as he has as- 

serted, the Berlin and Milan..Decrees were still in Jorce. He 

makes no apology for.thisassertion, (an assertion made with. at 

least as much confidence, ‘by the minority of our Representa- 

_ tives in Congress, in their late address. to their constituents) — 

as the practical enforcement of. the decrees, and the continued 

refusal of the Government to furnish any regular official evi- 

x dence of their repeal, had jeft- but one impression on the minds 
of those who had most thoroughly examined the subject. 


